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Mode | m If data is categorical, then the mode is | Advantages
the only sensible measure of centre to = It can be used with any type of data
use. Therefore, for data on hair colour, eye
colour, gender, etc. use only the mode. ® Itis easy to find.

& Itis sometimes appropriats o use the = Itis not affected by extreme values
mode with numerical data or lack of symmetry
Disadvantages
= There is not ahways a mode or there
may be more than one.
= It does not use all the data
Median | = Used only with numerical data. Advantages
= If there are extreme values in the data = Itis easy to calculate.
set or if the distrbution is ot (roughiy) & tis not heavily affected by extreme
symmetric, then use the median. values or lack of symmetry.
Disadvantage
= It does not use all the data
Mean | ® Used only with numerical data. Advantage

= If the data set does not have extreme
values and is (roughly) symmetric, then
use the mean.

® It uses all the data.

Disadvantage

® Itis affected by extreme values and
lack of symmetry.





